[Chagasic infection in blood donors from hospitals in endemic regions of Chile (1982-1987). Epidemiological impact of the problem].
Chagas' disease, produced by Trypanosoma cruzi and transmitted by hematophagous triatomine bugs, exists in the Western Hemisphere from the south-western United States to central Chile and Argentina. It exists in rural and periurban sections of the northern half of Chile, with a prevalence of 16.9%. Constant rural-urban migrations have contributed to its spreading to urban sections. In order to investigate the impact of these migrations on the population susceptible of being blood donors and the probable increasing of the risk of T. cruzi transmission by blood transfusion, epidemiological surveys were carried out in donors from 22 hospitals located in the northern half of Chile. By means of an indirect hemagglutination test for Chagas' disease 16,841 blood donors were examined, arising a 2.7% of positivity, percentage that permitted to estimate that 126,477 potential blood donors infected with T. cruzi should be in the urban sections studied. These facts strengthen the need that serology for Chagas' disease must be routinely performed in endemic regions of the country, to adopt or reinforce the pertinent preventive measures.